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OF. THE 


LAWS and GOV ERN MENT. 
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he hath more particularly for his on, he looketh upen them a6: 
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The Character of a Trimmer. 5. : 


All his skill tell how to make; ſuch a Prince is a Living Law, that 
dictates to his Subjects, whoſe thoughts in that caſe never riſe above 


their Obedience, the Confidence they have in the Vertue and Knowledge 


of the Maſter, preventing the Scruples and Apprehenſions to which Men 
are naturally inclin'd, in relation to thoſe that govern them; ſuch a 
Magiſtrate is the Life and Soul of Juſtice, whereas the Law is but a 
Body, and a dead one too, without his influence to give it warmth and 
vigour, and by the irreſiſtible Power of his Vertue, he doth ſo recon- 
cile Dominion and Allegiance, that all diſputes between them are ſilen- 
ced and ſubdued, and indeed no Monarchy can be Perfect and Abſolute 
without exception, but when the Prince is Superiour by his Vertue, as 
well as by his Character and his Power, ſo that to ſerve out Preſidents * 
of unlimited Power, is a plain diminution to a Prince that Nature hath 
made Great, and who had better make himſelf a glorious Example to 
Poſterity, than borrow' an Authority from Dark Records, raiſed out of 
the Grave, which beſides their Non-uſage have always in them matter 
of Controverſie and Debate, and it may be affirm'd, that the Inſtances 
are very rare of Princes having the worſt in diſpute with their People; if 
they were Eminent for Juſtice in time of Peace, and Conduct in time of 
War, ſuch advantage the Crown giveth to thoſe who adorn and confirm 
it by their own Perſonal Vertues. | 3 . 
But fince for the greater Honour of Good and Wiſe Princes, and the 
better to ſet off their Character by the Compariſon, Heaven hath de- 


creed there muſt be a mixture, and that ſuch as are perverſe and inſuſfi- 


cient, or both, are perhaps to have their equal turns in the Government 
of the World, and beſides that the Will of a Man is ſo various, and fo 


- unbounded a thing, and fo fatal too when joined with power unſupply'd; 


it is no wonder if thoſe who are to be govern'd, are unwilling to have 
ſo dangerous as well as ſo uncertain a Standard of their Obedience. 
There muſt be therefore Rules and Laws, for want of which, or at 
leaſt the Obſervation of them, it was as Capital for a Man to fay that 
Nerd did not play well upon the Lute, as to commit Treaſon, or Blaſ- 
Pheme the Gods. And even Veſpaſian himſelf had like to have loſt him- 
ſelf, for ſleeping whilſt he ſhould have attended and admir?d that Em- 
Perours-Impertinence upon the Stage; There is a wantonneſs in the too 
great Power that Men are generally too apt to be corrupted with, and 


for that Reaſon, a wiſe Prince, to prevent the temptation ariſing from 


common frailty, would chooſe to Govern by Rules for his own Sake, as 
well as for the Peoples, ſince it only ſecureth him from Errors, and doth 
not leſſen the real Authority that a good Magiſtrate would come to be 
poſſeſs d of; for if the Will of a Prince is Oy either to — — 
e b 5 elf, 
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"= Kater to the univerſal Opinion of his Subjects, the Law by a kind reſtraint 
reſcues him from a diſeae that would undo him; if his will on the other 
ſide is reafonable and well directed, that will immediately becomes a Law; 
and he is arbitrary by an eaſie and natural Conſequence, without taking 
Pains, og overturning the World for iii. 
If Princes conſider Laws as things impos'd on them, they have the ap- 
Pearance of Fetters of Iron, but to ſuch as would make them their choice 
as well as their practice, they are Chains of Gold; and in that reſpect 
are Ornaments, as in others they are a defence to them, and by a Com- 
. Pariſon, not improper for God's Vicegerents upon Earth; as our Maker 
never commandeth our obedience to any thing, that as unreaſonable Crea- 
tures we ought not to make our own Election; ſo a good and wiſe Go- 
vernour, tho? all Laws were aboliſtyd, would by the voluntary direction 
of his own Reaſon, do without reſtraint the very ſame things that they 
would. have enjoyned. 5 5 2 0 
Our Trimmer thinketh that the King and Kingdom ought to be one 
Creature, not to be ſeparated in their Political Capacity; and when'any 
of them undertake to act a- part, it is like the crawling of Worms after 
they are cut in pieces, which cannot be a laſting Nation, the whole 
Creature not ſtirring at a time; if the Body have a dead Palfie, the Read 
cannot make it move; and God hath not yet delegated ſuch a healing 
power to Princes, as that they can in a moment ſay to a Languiſhing Peo- 
ple oppreſsꝰd in deſpair, take up your beds and walaxk. 
The Figure of a King, is ſo comprehenſive and exalted a thing, that 
it is a kind of degrading of him to lodge that power ſeparately in his 
_ewn Natural Perſon, which can never be truly or naturally great, 
but where the People are ſo united to him as to beFlelh of his Fleſh, and 
Bone of his Bone; for when he is reduc'd to the fingle definition of a 
man, he ſinketh into ſo low a Character, that he is a temptatioti under 
Mens Allegiance, and an impairing that veneration which is neceſſary to 
preſerve their duty to him;whereas a Prince that is ſo joyned to his People 
that they ſeem to be his Limbs, rather than his Subjects, Cloat hed with Mer- 
cy and Juſtice rightly apply*d in their ſeveral places, his Throne ſupported: 
by Love as well as by Power, and the warm wiſhes of his devoted Sub- 
jets, like never-failing Incenſe ſtill aſcending towards him, looks ſo like 
the beſt Image we can frame to our ſelves of God Almighty, that Men 
would have much ado not to fall down and worſhip him, and would be 
much more tempted to the Sin of Idolatry, than that of Diſobedience. 
Our Trimmer is of Opinion, that there muſt be fo much Dignity. inſe- 
| parably annex'd to the Royal Function, às may be ſufficient to ſecure it 
trom violence and contempt; and there muſt be Condeſcenſions _ the 
| 1 7 5 |  hrone; 


| The Character of a Trimmer. . 7 
Throne, like kind ſhowers from Heaven, that the Prince may look ſo much 
the more like God Almighty's Deputy upon Earth; for power without 
love hath a terrifying aſpect, and the Worſhip which is paid to it is 
like that which the Indians give out of fear to Wild 2 Devils: 
he that feareth God only becauſe there is an Hell, muſt wiſh there were no 
God; and he who feareth the King, only becauſe he can puniſh, muſt wiſh 
there were no King; So that without a Principle of Love, there can be no 
true Allegiance, and there muſt remain perpetual Seeds of Reſiſtance a- 
gainſt a Power that is built upon ſuch an unnatural Foundation, as that 
of fear and terrour. All force is a kind of foul play, and whoſoever 
aimeth at it himſelf, doth by implication allow it to thoſe he plays with; 
ſo that there will be ever Matter prepared in the minds of People when 
they are provok'd, and the Prince, to ſecure himſelf, muſt live in the 
midſt of his own Subjects, as if he were in a Conquer'd Country, raiſe 
Arms as if he were immediately to meet or reſiſt an Invaſion, and all this 


while ſleep as unquietly from the fear of Remedies, as he did before from 


that of the Diſeaſe ; it being hard for him to forget, that more Princes 
have been deſtroy?d by their Guards than by their People; and that even 
at the time when the Rule was Quod Principi placuit Lex eſto : The Armies 
and Prztorian Bands which were the Inſtraments of that unruly Power, 
were frequently the means made uſe of to deſtroy them who had it. There 
will ever be this difference between God and his Vicegerents, that God 
is ſtill above the Inſtruments he uſeth, and out of the danger of receiving 
hurt from them; but Princes can never lodge Power in any hands, which 
may not at ſome time turn it back upon them; for tho? it is poſſible 
enough for a King to have Power enough to ſatisfy his Ambition; yet 
no Kingdom hath Money enough to fatisfie the avarice of. under-W ork- 
men, who learn from that Prince who will exact more than belongeth to 
him, to expect from him much more than they deſerve; and growing 
angry upon the firſt diſappointment, they are the Devils which grow 
terrible to the Conjurers themſelves who brought them up, and can't ſend 


them down again; And befides that, there can be no laſting Radical Secu- 


rity, but where the governed are ſatisfied with the Governours ; it muſt be 
a Dominion very unpleaſant to a Prince of an elevated Mind, to impoſe 
an abject and ſordid ſervility, inſtead of receiving the willing Sacrifice of 
Duty and Obedience. The braveſt Princes in all times, who were un- 
capable of any other kind of fear, have fear'd to grieve their own Peo- 
ple; ſach a fear is a glory, and in this ſenſe tis an infamy not to be a 


Coward : So that the miſtaken Heroes who are void of this generous kind 


of fear, need no other aggrayation. to compleat their ill Characters. 
When a Deſpotick Prince hath bruiſed all his Subjects with a laviſh 
: B 2 


Obedience: 
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- 1 The Character of 'a Trimnier. 5 
Obedience, all the force he can uſe cannot ſubdue his own fears, Enemies 
of his own creation, to which he can never be reconciled, it heing im- 
poſſible to do injuſtice, and not to fear Revenge: there is no eure for 
this fear, but the not deſerving to be hurt, and therefore a Prince who 
doth not allow his thoughts to ſtray beyond the Rules of Juſtice, has al- 
ways the bleſſing of an inward quiet and aſſurance, as a natural effect of 
his goed meaning to his People, and tho? he will not neglect due precau- 
tions to ſecure himſelf in all Events, yet he is uncapable of entertaining 
vain and remote ſuſpicions of thoſe of whom. he reſolves. never to de- 
- ferve ill. 5 I 6 1 
It is very hard for a Prince to fear a Rebellion, who neither doth, nor 
. Intendeth to do any thing to provoke it; therefore ſo great a diligence in 
the Governours, to raiſe and improve dangers and fears from the People, 
is no very good Symptom, and naturally begets an influence, that th 
have thoughts of putting their Subjects Allegiance to a Tryal; and there- 
fore not without ſome Reaſon fear before hand, that the Irregularities they 
intend, may raiſe Men to a. Reſiſtance. 5 355 

Our Trimmer thinketh it no advantage to a Government, to endeavour 
the ſuppreſſing all kind of Right which may remain in the Body of the 
people, or to employ ſmall Authors in it, whoſe Officiouſnefs or want of 
Mony may encourage them to Write, tho' it is not very eaſie to have Abi- 
lities equal to ſuch a Subject; they forget that in their too high ſtrain?d 
Arguments for the Rights of Princes, they very often plead againſt known 

Nature, which. will always give a Biaſs to-thoſe Reaſons which feem of 
her ſide; it is the People that Readeth:thoſe Books, and its the people 
muſt judge of them, and therefore no Maxims. ſhould be laid down for 
the Right of Government, to which there can be any Reaſonable Ob- 
jection; for the World hath an Intereſt, and for that Reaſon is more than 
ordinary diſcerning, to find out the weak ſides of ſach Arguments as are 
intended to do them hurt; and it is a diminution to a Government, to 
Promote or Countenance ſuch well affected miſtakes,. which are turned upon 
it with diſadvantage, whenever they are detected or expos'd ; and Natu-- 
rally the too earneſt Endeavours to take from Men the Right they have, 
tempt them, by the Example, to Claim that which they have not. 5 

And in Power, as in all other things, the way for Princes to keep it is, 
not to graſp more than their Arms can well hold ; nice and unneceſſary 
enquiring into theſe things, or the Licenſing ſome Books, and forhidding 
others, without ſufficient Reaſon to juſtifie the doing either, is ſo far from: 
being an Advantage to a Government, that it expoſeth it to the Cenſure 
olf being Partial, and to the ſuſpicion, of having ſome. ſuddain.Deſigns. 
to be.carried.on.by theſe unuſual. methods. | Th 

1 When: 
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When all is ſaid, there is a Natural Reaſon of State, an undeſinable 
things 1 the Common Good of Mankind, which is Immortal, 
and In all Changes and Revolutions, ſtill preſerveth its Original Right of 
faving a Nation, when a Letter of the Law perhaps would deſtroy it; and 
by whatever means it moyeth, carrieth a Power with it, that admitteth- 
of no oppoſition, being ſupported by Nature, which inſpireth an imme- 
diate conſent at ſome Critical times into every individual Member, to that 
which viſibly tendeth to the preſervation of the whole; and this being ſo, 
A Wiſe Prince inſtead of controverting the right of this Reaſon of State, 
will by all means endeayour it may be of his fide, and then he will be ſecure. 
- Our Trimmer cannot conceive that the Power of any Prince can be laſt- 
ing, but where tis built upon the foundation of his own unborrow?d 
vertue, he mult not only be the firſt Mover and the Fountain, from whence 
the great Acts of State originally flow, but he muſt be thought ſo by his 
People, -that-they may preſerve their yeneration to: him; he muſt be jea- 
lous of his Power, and not impart ſo much of it to any about him, as 
that he may ſuffer an Eclipſe by it. ee 
- - He-cannot take too much care to keep himſelf up, for when a Prince 
is thought to be led by thoſe, with whom he ſhould onely adviſe, and 
- that the Commands he giveth are tranſmitted through him; and are not 
of his own-growth; the World will look upon him as a Bird adorn'd 
with Feathers that arè not his own, or conſider him rather as an Engine 
than a living Creature; beſides, *twould be a Contradiction for a Prince 
to fear a Common-wealth, and at the ſame time create one himſelf, 
by delegating ſuch-a Power to any Number of Men near him, as is in- 
eonſiſtant with the true Figure of a Monarch; it is the. worſt kind of Co- 
ordination the Crown can ſubmit too; for it is the exerciſe of Power 
that draweth the reſpect along with it, and when that is parted with, 
the bare Character of a King is not ſufficient to keep it up; but tho? ir 
is a diminution to a Prince, to parceLout fo liberally his Power amongſt | 
his Favourites, it's yet. worſe.to divide with any other Man, and to 
bring himſelf in Competition. with a ſingle Rival; a Partner in Govern- 
ment is-ſo-unnatural.a-:thing, that it is a, ſquint-ey?d Allegiance that 
mult be paid to ſuch a double bottom®d "Monarchy. The Cæſars are an 
Example that the more civiliz'd part of the World will not be proud 
to follow, and whatſoever. Gloſs may be put upon this Method, by thoſe 
to whom it may be of ſome uſe, the Prince will do well to remember, 
and reflect upon the Story of certain Men who had ſet up a Statue in 
Honour to the Sun, v yet in a very little time they turned their backs to 
the Sun, and theiv” Faces to the Statue, | 
Theſe: Myſtical Unions are better plac'd in the other World, than they 
| | are. 
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the Object of their Worſhip. e Ez | . 
All Uſurpation is alike upon Soveraignty, its no matter from what 
hand it cometh; and Crowned Heads are to be the more Circumſpect, 
in reſpect Mens thoughts are naturally apt to ramble beyond what is pre- 
ſent, they love to work at a diſtance,and in their greedy Expectations; their 
minds may be filbd with a new Maſter, the old one may be left to look 


”. 


a little out of Conntenance. | V 
Our Trimmer owneth a Paſſion for liberty, yet ſo reſtrain'd, that it 
doth not in the leaft impair or taint his Allegiance, he thinketh it hard 
for a Soul that doth not love Liberty, ever to raiſe it ſelf, to another 

World, he taketh it to be the foundation of all vertge, and the ny 


- ſeaſoning that giveth: a reliſh to life, and tho? the lazineſs of à fla 
ſubjeCtion, hath its Charms for the more groſs and earthly part of Man- 
kind, yet to men made of a better ſort of Clay, all that the World can 
give without Liberty hath no taſte; it's true, gothing is ſold ſo cheap 
by unthinking men, but that doth no more leſlen the real valug of it, 
than a Country Fellow's Ignorance doth that of a Diamond, in ſelling it 
for a Pot of Ale; Liberty is the Miſtreſs of Mankind, ſhe hath powerful 
Charms that do ſo dazzle, that we find Beauties in her which perhaps 
are not there, as we do in other Miſtreſſes; yet if ſhe was not a Beauty, 
the World would not run mad for her; therefore ſince the reaſonable 
deſire of it ought not to be reſtrain'd, and that even the unreaſonable 
deſire of it cannot be intirely ſuppreſs d, thoſe who would take it away 
from a People poſſeſſed of it, are likely to fail in the attempting, or be 
very unquiet in the keeping of it. 1 | | rn 

Our Trimmer admireth our blefſed - Conſtitutions, in which Dominion 
and Liberty are reconciPd; it giveth to the Prince the glorious Power of 
Commanding Free-men, and to the Subject, the ſatisfaCtion of ſeeing the 
Power ſo lodged, as that their Liberties are ſecure; it doth not allow the 
Crown ſuch a Ruining Power, as that no graſs may grow where eder it 
treadeth, but a Cheriſhing and Protecking Power; ſuch a one as hath 
a grim Aſpect only to the offending Subjects, but is the Joy and the Pride of 

| all 
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all the good ones; their on intereſt being ſo bound up. in it, as to en- 
gage them to defend and ſupport itz and the King is in ſome Circumſtan- 
ces reſtrain*d,” ſo as nothing in the Government can move without him; 
dur Laws make a true diſtinction between Vaſſalage and Obedience, be- 
tween devonring Prerogatives, and a Licentious ungovernable Freedom: 
and as of all the Orders of Building, the Compoſite is the beſt, fo ours 
by a happy mixture and a wiſe choice of what is beſt in others, is brought 
into a Form; that is our Felicity who live under it, and the envy of 
our Neighbours that cannot imitate it. | | 
The Crown hath power ſufficient to protect our Liberties. The People 
have ſo much Liberty as is neceſſary to make them uſeful to the Crown. 
Our Government is in a juſt Proportion, no Tympany, no natural 
ſwelling either of Power or Liberty; and whereas in all overgrown Mo- 
narchies, Reaſon, Learning and Enquiry are baniſhed in Effigy for Muri- 
neers; here they areenconrag'd and cheriſn'd as the ſureſt Friends to a 
Government eſtabliſh*d upon the Foundation of Law and Juſtice: When 
all is done, thofe who look for Perfection in this World, may look as 
long. as the Fews have for their Meſſias, and therefore our Trimmer is not 
ſo unreaſonably Partial as to free our Government; no doubt there have 
been fatal Inſtances of its Sickneſs, and more than that, of its Mortality, 
for ſometime, tho? by a Miracle, it hath been reviv'd again: but till we 
have another Mankind, in all Conſtitutions that are bounded, there will 
ever be ſome matter of Strife, and Contention, and rather than want pre- 
tenſions, Mens Paſlions and Intereſts will raiſe them from the moſt in- 
conſiderable Cauſes. CT SO | OE | 
Our. Goyernment is like our Climate, there are Winds which are ſome- 
times loud and unquiet, and yet with all the Trouble they give us, we 
owe Fend rt of our Health unto them, they clear the Air, which elſe 
would be Like à ſtanding! Pool, and inſtead of Refreſhment would be a. 
ee, NL, 5 — | 
There may be freſh Gales of aſſerting Liberty, without turning into 
ſuch ſtorms of Hurricane, as that the State ſnould run any hazard of being 
Caft away by them; theſe ſtruglings which are natural to all mixed Go- 
vernments, while they are kept from growing into Convulſions, do by a 
natural agitation from the ſeveral parts, rather ſupport and ſtrengthen, 
than weaken or mame the Conſtitution; and the whole frame, inſtead of 
being torn or. disjointed,: cometh to be the better and cloſer knit by 
being thus exerciſed;, but what ever faults- our Government may have, or 
a diſcerning Critick May ud in it, when he looketh upon it alone; ler 
any one be fer againſt ir, ald then it mews its Comparative Beauty; let 


us look upon the glfttering ourſide of vhbounded Authority, and upon a 
x nearer 
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nearer enquiry, we ſhall find nothing but poor and miſerable deformity 
within; let us 3 2 Prince living 5 as if he were a 
great Gally, his Subjects tugging at the Oar, laden with Chains, and 
reduc'd to real Rags; to give him imaginary Lawrels, let us preſent him 
gazing among his Flatterers, like a Child never contradicted, and there 
fore always Cozen'd, or like a Lady complemented only to be abus'd, 
condemn'd never to hear Truth, and conſequently never. to do Juſtice, 
wallowing in the ſoft Bed of wanton and unbridled Greatneſs, not leſs 
odious to the Inſtruments themſelves, than to the Objects of his Tyranny, 
blown up to an Ambitious. Dropſy, never to be ſatisſied by the Conquelt 

of other People, or by the Oppreſſion of his wn; by aiming to be more 
than a Man, he becomes a Beaſt, a miſtaken Creature, ſwelPd with Pane- 
gyricks, and flatter?d out of his Senſes, and not onely an Incumbrance, 

but a common Nuiſance to Mankind, a harden'd and unrelenting Soul, 
and like ſome Creatures that grow fat with Poiſons, he grows great 
by. other Mens Miſeries; an Ambitious Ape of the Divine Greatneſs, an 
unruly - Gyant that would ſtorm even Heaven it ſelf, but that his ſcaling 

Ladders are not long enough; in ſhort, a Wild Beaſt in rich Trappings, and 
with all his Pride no more than a Whip in God Almighty's hand, to be 
thrown into the Fire when the World has been ſuſiciently ſcourged with 

it: This Picture laid in right Colours would not incite Men to wiſh for 
ſuch a Government, but rather to acknowledge the happineſs of our own, 

under which we enjoy all the Priviledges Reaſonable Men can deſire, and 
avoid all the Miſeries others are ſubject too; ſo that our Trimmer would 
keep it with all its faults, and doth as little forgive thoſe who gi ve the 
occaſion of breaking it, as he doth thoſe that take it. 
Our Trimmer is à Friend to Tenne all their faults, 


+ 


and exceſſes, which of late have given ſuch matter. of Objection to them, 
he thinks that tho they may at en ee troubleſome to Authority, 
yet they add the greateſt ſtrength to it under a wiſe Adminiſtration, to 

believe no Government is perfect, except Omnipotence recide in it, to 
be exercis'd upon great Octaſions Now this cannot be obtain'd by 
-fdrce upon the People, let it be never fo great, there muſt be their con- 
ſent too, or:elſe- a Nation maveth only by being driven, a ſluggiſh. and 

reſtrained Motion, void of that Life and Vigour which is neceſſary to 
produce great things, whereas the virtual Conſent of the whole being in- 
cluded. in their Repreſentatives, and the King giving the ſanction of the 
united ſenſe of the People, every Ac done by ſuch an Authority, ſeemeth 
to be an effect of their choice! as well as part of their W .a0f- they do 
with an eagerneſs, of which Men are unca ble whilſt under & forcę, exe- 
cute whatſoever is ſo enjoined as their own Wills, better explained By Yar: 
_ JUament, 
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lament: rather than from tho terrour of incurring. the penalty of the Law 


for omittipg; it, and by means of this Political Omnipotence, whatever 


Sap or Juice there iv ina Nation, may; be to the laſt drop produc'd, whilſt 


ip riſes natural l from the Root; whereas all Power exercisd without con- 
ſent, is the giving Wounds and Gaſhes,. and tapping a Tree at unſeaſona- 


ble Times, for the preſent Occaſron,; which in a very little time mult 


Our Trimmer believes, that by the advantage of our Scituation, there 


can hardly any ſueh Diſeaſe come upon us, hut that the King may have 


time enough to conſult with Phyſitians in Parliament; pretences indeed 
may be made, but a f̃eal neceſſity ſo ae no delay is to be ad- 
mitted, is hardly to be imagined, and it will be neither eaſie to give an 
inſtance of any ſuch thing for the time paſt, or reaſonable to preſume it will 
over happen for the time to come; but if chat ſtrange thing ſhould fall out, 
our Trimmer is not ſo ſtrait-lac'd, as to let a Nation dye, or be ſtiflzd, 
rather than it ſhould be helpꝰd by the r. Officers. The Caſes them- 
ſelves will bring a Remetly along with! > andhe is not afraid to allow 
that in order to its Preſervation, there is a hidden Power in Government, 
which would be loſt if it us deſigned, a certain Myſtery, by which a Nation. 
may at ſome Critical times be ſecur d from Ruine, but then ic muſt be kept 
asa Miſter y; it is rendred uſeleſs, when touch'd by unlucky hands; and 


. no-Government ever had · or deſerv d to have that Power, which was ſo 


unwary as to anticipate their claim to it: Our Trimmer cannot help think- 
ing ĩt had been better, if the Triennial Act had been obſerv'd; firſt, be- 
cauſe *tis the Law, and he would not have the Crown, by ſuch an example, 
teach the Nation to break it; all irregularity is catching, it hath a Con- 
tagion'in it, eſpecially in an Age, ſo much more enclin'd to follow ill 
Patterns than good ones. | 5 

He would have a Parliament, becauie tis an Eſſential part of the Conſti- 
tut ion, even without the Law, it being the only Proviſion in extraordinary 
Caſes, in which there would be otherwiſe no Remedy, and there can 


be no greater Soleciſme in Government, than a failure of Juſtice. 


lle would have one, becauſe nothing elſe can unite and heal us, all 


- other Means are meer Shifts and Projects, Houſes. of Cards, and blown 
down with the leaſt Breath, and cannot reſiſt the Uifficulties which are ever 


preſum'd in things of this kind; and he would have had one, becauſe it 
might have done the King good, and could not poſſibly have done him 
hurt, without his Conſent, which in that Caſe is not to be ſuppoſed, and 
therefore for him to fear it, is ſo ſtrange and ſo little to be comprehended, 
that the Reaſons can never be preſum'd to grow in our Soyl, or to thrive 
in it when Tranſplanted from any m_ Country; and no doubt 8 
. |! ; Sh 
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ſach irreſiſtable Arguments for calling a Parliament, that tho? it may 5e 
denyꝰd to the unmannerly threatning Petitions of men that are malicious. 


and diſaffected, it will be granted to the obſequious Murmurs of his Ma- 


jeſt ies beſt Subjects, and there will be ſuch a Rhetorick in their tent 
Grief, that it will at laſt prevail againſt the Artifices of thoſe, who either 


out of Guilt or Intereſt are afraid to throw themſelves upon their Country, 


knowing. how ſcurvily they haye uſed it; that 1 — mill chin, | 
remmer would live 10 


tho? we know not the day nor the hour. And our T {d li 
as to be prepared for it, with full aſſurance in the mean time, that a la- 
menting Voice of a Nation cannot long be reſiſted, and that a Prince, he 
could ſo eaſily forgive his People when they had been in the wrong, cannot 
fait to hear them when they are in the right. - | > i. 
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The Trimmer's Opinion concerning 


Proteſtant Religion. 


Rien hath ſuch Superiority: above other things, and that indi- 
ſpenſable Influence upon all Mankind, that it is as neceſſary to our 


Living Happy in this World, as it is to „ Sawod in the next, without 


it Man is an abandon®d Creature, one the worſt Beaſts Nature 
hath produc'd, and fit only for the Society of Wolves and Bears; there- 
fore in all Ages it hath: been the Foundatisn of Government, and tho 
falſe Gods have been impos d upon the Credulous part of the World; yet 
they were Gods ſtill in their Opinion, and the Awe and Reverence Men 
had to them and their Oracles, kept them within bounds towards one 
another, which the-Laws with all their Authority could never have 
effected without the help of Religion; the Laws would not be able to 


fubdue the per verſeneſs of Mens Wills, which are Wild Beaſts, and 


require a double Chain to keep them down; for this Reaſonꝰ tis ſaid, That 
it is not a fufficient grouꝑd to make War upon a Neighbouring State, he- 


eauſe they are of another Religion, let it be never fo differing; yet if 


they Worſhip*d nor Acknowledg?d no Deity, they may be Invaded as Pub» 
lick Enemies of Mankind, becauſe they reject the only thing that can bind 
them to live well with one another; the conſideration of Religion is ſo: 


Intereſſed with that of Government, that it is never to be ſeparated, and the © | 


Foundations of it are to be ſuited to the ſeveral Climates and Conſtitutions, 
I: that they may keep men in a: willing Acquieſcence unto. them, withoui 
| : diſcompoſing 
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| fing the: World by nice diſputes, which can never be of equal 
„ moment with the publick Pesc e. 
| ' Qur Religion here in England ſeems to be diſtinguiſt'd by a peculiar 
oy Ft.of 00 Alenighty's gpodat in permitting it to.be.introduc'd, or 
75 ore. properly xeſtor d, by a more regular Method than the Circumſtances 
| of more other Reformed Churches would allow them todo, in relation 
2 


to the occaſion, - and this leadeth me to lay open the thoughts of our 
Trimmer, in refer 
piſh Recuſants. RI h | 
What hath lately hapned among us, makes an Apology neceſſary for 
ſay ing any thing that looketh like favour towards-a ſort of Men who have 
brought themſelves under ſueh a diſadvantage. 

- The lateConfpiracy-hath fuch broadSymptoms of the diſaffection of the 
whole Party, that upòn the firſt reflections, while our thoughts are warm, 
it would almoſt perſwade us to put them out of the protection of our good 
Nature, and to think that the Chriſtian Indulgence which our compaſſion 
for other Mens Sufferings cannot eaſily deny, ſeemeth not only to be for- 
feited by-the ill 4 P e that are againſt them, but even becometh a 
Grime when it is.1o, miſapply*d ; yet for all this, upon ſecond and cooler 
thoughts, moderate Men will-not be ſo ready to involve a whole Party 
in the guilt of a few, and to admit Inferences and Preſumptions to be 
Evidence in a Caſe, where the Sentence muſt be ſo heavy, as it ought not 
to be againſt all thoſe, ho have a fixed reſolution againſt the Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed; beides, Men who act by a Principle grounded upon 
Moral Vertue, can never let it be clearly extinguiſh'd by the moſt re- 
peated Provocations ; if 2 Tight thing agreeable to Nature and good Sence 

taketh root in the heart of a Man, _ is impartial and unbyaſs'd, no. 
FTF 125 2 - _ . outwa 
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outtpard Cireumſtances can ever deſtroy it; Is true, Ne rr 
| Zeal for the ꝑroſecution of it "ing 1 35 the ftuſes 0 Forte 
the bonſiderstion of the b ik,” 
Wiſe Men will ever be {wm ny 8 80 may et 5 
and for a time perhaps ſupprefs che exerti ur CN, RY, keiner 
Proſecution may be reafond 1b but whether be, fo wilt ee tow 
— d pring vt up ain, having a oundation in Nature, which" is yer to 
roy'd 
Our Trimmer therefore dreads to 1 epatate bitereſtation'g cho 
Who had either a hand ora thought in the fate He th from the Print niet te 
of Prudential as well as Ohriſtian Charity towtds Mank kind, Hd for that. 
reaſon, would fain uſe the means of regining ch of the Diſſenters As 
are not injurable, and even to bearing to a de thoſe ther. 6 are, As far 
ad may conſiſt with the Publick Intereſt and e IS. ft from 
jsſtifying an affected ſeparation from the Cont » 
even in thoſe That mean well, and ate migen; de 17 
Diſeaſe that hath: ſeized upon their 'Minds, very trnd 
dangerous, by the Conſequence it may produce: He 'doth- mot 4, + lhe 
te excuſe their making it an)-indiſpenſable duty, to "meer in num- 
bars to ſay their Prayers, ſuch 'Meerin dings may Fre the 
State at leaſt ; the Lans which ate the &, rde That 
there is danger in them: he hath good nature enougll ta Hihette 4 5b the 
perverſneſs of a Part ſhould have drawn Rigorous | Laws upon the Body 
the Diſſenters, but when they are once mad rivate Opinion — 
ſkand in Oppoſition to them; if they: 7 5 Ts Ives” P they 


are in that reſpect to be regarded, tied, ff -by 
the Change of 1 Laws and Sent had bt 


E; 


In e 
nable hen when they were firſt male, even 1 12 Bi obe yd 


180, becauſe they are Laws, till (they are mended or fepeatedby x the Abe 
| Authority that Enacted them. | 
He hach too much deference to the Lonſtiturion vf onr Government, 
to with any more Prerogative Declarattons in faydut of Kr pigs Men, 
or to diſpence with Peflal Laws in ſach manker; unt 8 hated 3 
that ſufpecting Men migtit with fome' reaſon' „ that ſo hated a 
thing as Fe uri could never make way for Tt ſelf with an 77 of 
+ .- Succeſs, otherwiſe than by preparing the deluded World by a falle proſ- 
pect of Liberty and-tndvfgence;; 25 e and Wäelsthere- 
by the Fug ge mor. 4, are not, 1b ; at it 
is not fippofdble that 805 2 b Expet 0 F ftiould Ever de tryed a- 
gain, the effect it had at tlie time, and the Spirit it talfed, l nos of ea- 
fly be forgotren, and ix thay de feld che remembrance of it may ſe- 
cure 
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12 5 ;f th ae upon the Pot & 0 fal Felgen, is of p elf th 
0 ie merits of thofe-who execute the Laws, Jet he can- 


not think 45 a 15 of ſervice can entirely change the Man, or either 


make hic a better Fr, tee or a more knowing Mapiſtrate than he was 

25 e if it be Une. dee a on n and unequal hand, in Re- 
greatèt und miote dat. ffenders. 

71 aye” thoſe ken 'Men really to TIO them- 

W of urch, and He would; have thoſe arms as 

ective them ie would have no ſupercilious look ro fright thoſe 

Stickp from coming. into the Fold apain; no ill- naturꝰd naxims of 

IAuſpicion,, of a belief that thoſe ho have once been in the 
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„ meu Gharalter Ns Trimmer. 


and the 8 who values himſelf upon his reſiſtance whil 

he is oppreſs d, yieldeth inſenfibly to kind Methods, when they are ap: 
ply d to him, and the ſame Man naturally. melteth into Conformity, _ who 
perhaps would never have been. beaten iptp ff. 4 ee by._the 
Compaſſion that attendeth the moſt Criminal "Men. when, they. Are Con- 
demned; that Faults are more natural things than N "and that 


even the moſt neceſſary acts of ſeverity do ſome kind of violence to our 
Nature, whoſe Indulgence will not be confin'd within the ffrait bounds 
of inexorable Juſtice; ſo that this ſhould be an Argument for gentleneſs, 
beſides that it is the likelteſt; way to make Men aſham'd of the 1 55 
-ratlod, 7 the preſling them too hard, tendeth tather to make ther 
rou 0 it. * 5 | > T's 5 A 5 ho wh e 
is Our Trimmer would have the Clergy ſupported in their lawful Rights, 
and in all the Power and Dignity that belongeth to them, and yet he 
thinketh poſlibly there may be in ſome of them a too great eagerneſs to 
extend the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction; which tho? it may be well intended, 
yer the ftreiving: of it too high hath an , appeafance df Ambition, that 
- cauſeth many Objections to it, and it is very unlike the Apoſtolick Zeal, 
which was quite otherwiſe employ'd, that the World draweth inferences 
from it, which do the Church no ſervice. . TU 
ie is troubled to ſee Men of all fides ſick of a Calenture of a miſtaken 
Devotion, and it ſeemeth to him that the deyaut Fire of mutual Charity, 
with which the Primitive Chriſtians were inflady'd, is long ſince extin- 
guiſt'd, and inſtead of it a devouting Fire of Anger and Perſecution 
breaketh out in the World; we wrangle now one with another about 
| Religion?cill the Cloud cometh, whilſt the Ten Commandments have no 
more authority with us, than if they were ſo mapy obſolete Laws or 
| Proclamations out o date; he thinks. thas.a' Nation wit hardly be men- 
ded- by Principles of Religion: mij Morality is made a Hereſy; and' 
therefore as he believeth-Deyotion'm pied where it getteth into a Con- 
venticle, he concludeth that Loyalty is ſo, when lodg'd in a drunken 
| Club, thoſe Vertnes deſerve a better Seat.of Empire, and they are de- 
graded, het ſuch Men undertake their deferice,. as have 19 great heed. 
Apology thanfaye. 37% oe ET OH, 
| © Our Trimmer wiſheth that ſc may go along with the Zeal 
on the right ſide, and that thoſe' who are in poſſeſſion of the Pulpit, would 
quote at leaſt ſo often the Authority of the Scriptures as they do that of 
the State; there are many who borrow too often Arguments from the Go- 
vernment, to uſe againſt their Adverſar ies, Win 0 that ard 
more proper, and would be more powerful; a'Divinegrons leg, and put. 
teth à diminution on his own Character, when he quoteth any Law but 
e een ene ee een , >" a 
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5 . The Character of a Trimmer. 19 
that of God Almighty, to get the better of thoſe who conteſt with him; 
nd it is a ſign of a decay d Conſtitution, when Nature with good diet 
ot: expel noxious Humours without calling Foreign Drugs to her 
liſtance; So it looketh Hike want of health in a Church, when inſtead 
of depending upon that Truth which it holdeth, and the good Examples 
of them that teach it, to ſupport it ſelf, and to ſuppreſs Errors, it ſhould 
have a perpetual recourſe to the ſecular Authority, and even upon the ſlight- 
eſt occaſions. - | 
. Qur Trimmer hath his Objections to the too haſty diligence, and to the o- 
verdoing of ſome of the diſſenting Clergy, and he doth as little approve 
of thoſe of our Church, who wear God Almighty's Liveries, as ſome old 
Warders in the Tower do the Kings, who do nothing in their place but re- 
ceive their Wages for it; he thinketh that the Liberty of the late times 
gave Men ſo much Light, and diffuſed it ſo univerſally amongſt the People, 
that they are not now to be dealt with, as they might have been of leſs 
enquiry; and therefore tho” in ſome. well choſen and dearly beloved Audi- 
tories, good reſolute Nonſence back'd with Authority may prevail, yet ge- 
nerally Men are become ſo good Judges of what they hear, that the Cler- 
gy ought to be very wary how they go about to impoſe upon their Un- 
derſtandings, which are grown leſs humble than in former times, when 
the Men in black had made Learning ſuch a fin in the Laity, that for fear 
- of offending, they made a Conſcience of being able to read; but now 
the Worldis grown ſawcy, and do expect Reaſons, and good ones too, 
before they-give up their own Opinions to other Mens Dictates, tho? ne- 
ver, ſo Magiſterially deliver*d to them. | | | W | 
Our Trimmer is far from . the Hypocriſie which ſeemeth to be 
the reigning r ome of the Diſſenting Clergy, he thinketh 
is the moſt provoking ſin Men can be guilty of, in Relation to Heaven, 
and yet. (which may ſeem ſtrange) that very ſin which ſhall deſtroy the Soul 
of the Man who preaches, may help to fave thoſe” of the Company that 
hear him, and even thoſe who are cheated by the falſe Oſtentation of his 
ſtrictneſs of life, may by that Pattern be encouraged to the real Practice 
of thoſe Chriſtian Vertues which he doth ſo deceitfully profeſs ; ſo that 
the deteſtation of this. fault may poſſibly be carry?d on too far by our own 
Orthodox Divines, if they think it cannot be enough expreſg9d without 
bending. the Stick another way ; a dangerous Method, and a worſe Ex- 
tream for Men of that Character, who by going to the outward line of 
Chriſtian Liberty, will certainly encourage others to go beyond it: No 
Man doth leſs approve the. ill-bred Methods of ſome of the Diſſenters, in 
rebuking Authority, who behave themſelves as if they thought ill man- 
ners neceſſary to Salvation, yet he cannot but diſtipguiſh and — Mean 
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Amongſt the miſerable Effects of that nnstursb War) none bath deen 
wore fatal to us, than the forcing or. Princes to breathe in anorhef nir; 
and to receive the early impreſſisns of a Foreign ueation's che Barbatity 

of the Engliſp towards the King vnd the Royal Fathily }\'\miphe very wel 
tempt him to think the better of every thing h abroady anUfhipht 
naturally 2 uce more gentleneſs, at leaſt; towards a Religion by which 
he was hoſpitably receiv d, and the Tame time he wasithrown eff and Pets 
ſecuted — the proteſtants ( tho? his/6wn-+ Subjects) tö apgravate the 
Offence. - The Queen Mother. ( as igetterally Ladies do wich age) grew 
moſt devout and earneſt in her Religion; and hoſides the Ti mor — | 
wards of getting larger Subſidies from the Fzrwh: Cler 
tives of another kind, to perſwade her to ſhew her Zee 3 — — by 


Remedy, and layeth. up a mighty ſtock of 3 was ſolicitous-to 
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that he, either from Dis Cn Conſtancy; dt thar he had . 

whom he was otherways advis d, cho mos to run 3 ther 12 
unity, than by ſai 8 to bear the cmi. | wy — 
bu 41 this had ye wg troy A 5 — 5 5 


| brouglit aft from our Rank 
as ds them very cafie tobe TO P 4 f 
ring Nature, and in that reſpects” leſt patient. kn 


guing, might poſſibly help. to recommends Cl 
the Laity from the-vexation Dr 
miſtake} look upon that. o able do che enlarg 
Power of Kings, ' a Conſideration which : hn yr | 8 A 
young Prince in his warm blood, and that op ey E 
T-cannot hinder my ſelf from a iy ah ory ra con with. admi- - 
ration the Old Lady of Rome, with all Neri have 
"Charms to ſubdue great Princes, S painted eg, 2 
after having 'abugd, deposꝰd: and beak roy 15 Loyers; ſhe 
Ftillfindeth others glad and proud of tir new G e g 
to indifferent Judges, that thoſe who will . che 
urch. 


PT” * - 2 * Cty N 1 „ ” % N A 5 _ 
\ 2 7 nnen , fd "RH 2 — "F T as _—— . 2 „ 2 A 2 
. CCC ͤͤ—ök i ode ak pet I Se Bah 
Ho rr ARES: oe SERRA ED Toa Razr dard 3, * TS tk * - C Lo ; 8222 4 
A — r : 9 7 * 
* SE —— N £ 6 -Þ:4 > 2 
5 8 * | . 1 « 9 . " 7 as 
8 ; I 4 8 
3 , . - "44 
„„ 7 
— 


5 ; echter a Trimmer. 25 
nch of Lone, muſt needs grant that this is one not to be conteſted; 
une fatenn is her Shop, and ſelloth at dear Rates her Rattles and her 
 lobbyHovies, - whillt-the: deluded World ſtill continues to furniſh her 
[with 'Cuſtomers. > oa. i, = F o a TING 
- n 


d wlärher am I carried with- this Contemplation? it is high time 
1 return to my Text, and to conſider the wonderful manner. of the 
Kings coming home again, led hy the hand of Heaven, and called by the 

Noicer of his:own People, who recelr'd him, if. e, with; Joys equal 
mathe Hleſſing of peace and Union which-his Reſtauration bronghtealang 
with it aby this there was an end put to the hopes! fome mighꝭ have a- 

ibroad, of making uſe of his leſs happy! Circumſtances, to throw him 
into foreign Intereſts and Opinions, which had been wholly inconſiſtent with 

-our Religion, our Laws, and all other things that are dear to us; yet 

Tor tall this, ſome of thoſe T inctures and impreſſions might ſo far remain, 
a tho the were very innocent in him, yet they might have ill effects, 

Ey ſoftning the Animoſfty which ſeems neceſfary to the Defender of the 

— Faith, in oppoſition to ſuch a powerful and irreconcilable 

-. - You may be ſure, that among all the ſorts of Men who apply*'d them- 

:felves to the King at his firſt coming, for his Protection; the Papiſts were 

not the laſt, nor, as they fain would have flatterd themſelves, tlie leaſt. 
welcome; having their paſt Sufferings, as well as their preſent Profeſ- 

ions to recommend them; and there was ſomething that look d like a 

Conſiderable Conſideration of them, ſince ſo it happened, that the Indul- 

-gence promiſed to Diſſenters at Breda, wad carried on in ſuch a manner, 

_ thavche Papiſts were to divide with them, and tho? the Parliament, not- 
-weithſtanding-its Reſignation to che Crown in all orher things, rejected 
-with-ſcorn and anger a Declaration fram'd for this purpaſe, yet the 
Birth and ſteps of it gave ſuch an alarm, that Mens ſuſpicions once raiſed, 
were not eaſily laid aſleep again, mn. | | 

:;:1/Fo:omit:other things, the breach of the Tripple League, and the 

Durtz Wart with its appurtenances, carried Jealanfies tothe higheſt pitch 

-imaginable,: and fed the hopes of one Party, und the fears of the other 

touch a degree,” that ſomè Critical .Reſolutions were generally ex pected, 

when the ill ſucceſs of that War; and the Sacrifice, Fame thought fit to 
| make of the Papiſts here, to their own: Intereſt abroad, gave another 

Check; and the Ach of enjo ming the Teſt. on all Officers, was thought to 

de no il Rargain to the Nation, th bought at the Price of 1200000 pound, 

and the — Dir gw) the War againſt the Durch, than 

: Which 2 toũd be mare unpopular or leſs approvꝰd; notwithſtan- 

ding thoſe diſcouragements,. Popery is a Nlant that may be mowed down,, 


but 


- 
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Men, 5 * os Soo — aig World in 1 2 Mal cod 
_ $oblow't vp Jealouſics to ſuch a height both in and ou of Parliament, that 
the remembrance of them is very unpleaſant, and the. Example ſo extra- 
vagant, that it is to be hop'd io cue our Age like it will be attem 


but to come cloſer to the Caſe in on, in this Condition we ſtapd with 
dhe Papiſts, what ſhall now be d 
inorder to the _ Gees 
— — chere i wh der- - 


according to our Trimmer Opinion, 
— ſince as 1 — 2 -be- 
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is, that a diſtinct — is to be had of the Papiſts Clergy, . who 
- Have ſuch an Eſſential Intereſt againſt all accommodation, that it is a ho 
Ieſs thing © to propoſe any thing to them leſs than all ; theirStomachs | 
been fit 10 ever ſinte the Reformation, they have Enn f themes 
to a Principle that admits no mean; they beliere mill 
ddammn'd, an — by an extraordinary Effect. of Chriſtian Charit; 
they would mop one half of England that the other might be 'faved; 


| - then for the World, they muſt bein. Poſſeſſion for God Almighty, 0 . 


<eive his Rents for him, not to accompt-:tilltbe Day of nar 
is a good- kind vf Temire, and ye.carnot ;well ad:Med; that 
will ſtir up the Laity to run any hazard in. ar bapcante ng tlieds we- 
Ford : What is it tothePrieſt, if the deluded —— himſeif in 
the Attempt, he ſingeth Maſſes s joyfully, and with as good a Voice at 


| - Rome. or St. Dur as erer he did; is ſingle Man, and can haue nowtants 


but ſuch as may be eaſily ſupplyd, et, chat he not ſoem altogether 

inſenſible, or ungratefni to Regen — he:as, Foal” 

-ſure their Executors, and if they pleaſe, will procure a, Grant 
.  Piſcatoris, that thei\goad Man 52 changed, bath got. a good — 
aud ſavid the ſinging of ſome hundred of gears, which he mould elſethave had 
in Purgatory; 3 there's no Cure for thaſ Men; aoExpedicat the 

2 1 2d, ſo chat tho 1 Luis againſt them, mayin 
| dme ſort be mitigated, yet no Tr be made vieh duenlwhalin his 

Caſe have no Free Will, but are ſo: A by Zenl 25 ar} pon aws;/and kent up 
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2 Trimmen, 12 
garter und loo d upon us Men that will continue in an Eternal 
2 —— is entirely ſubdued to them;itis then only 
ne of re treated with, and we are to exa- 
demper 3 8 what Ar —— are the moſt likely to 
— — the eke ba — — gene 
; ay generally k r Religion, rather 
decauſe they will not break Compapy with thoſe of their Party, - than out 
uf uny ſried Zeal that hath Root in them; moſt of them do by the Media- 
e —— Marry one another, and by keeping up an ignorant 
bor nes — ang fide ; others look upon it as the Efcutc 
4 yo eligion of the two; and as ſome Men of a gbod Pedi- 
; will deſpiſe meaner Men, tho? never ſo much fuperior tõ them by 
Nature, ſo theſe undervalue Reformation as an Upſtart, and think there 
is more Honour in ſupporting an old Errour, than in embracing what ſee 
eth tobe a new Truth; the Laws have made them Men © 'Pleaſure, 
. byWxcluding them from Publick Buſineſs, and ir happens well hey are {, 
Mee rhey williche more zaſfly-be perſwaded by Arguments of Eaſe and 
 Conventency tothem; they have net pat off the Man in general, nor the 
Tliſtmian in particular 3 Noſe who in the late ſtorm againſt them went 
Seher Countries L had all iche Advantage that might recom- 
end tem to a n; yet in a little time they choſe to Neal 
aln, and live pre -hazard,rather than abroad with ſecurity;there 
is u Smell-in'our Natural Earth better thanall the Perfumes i in:the Eaft ; 
there is ſomething i a Mother, tho* never ſo Angry, that the Children 
Will more Naturally truſt ſooner than the Studied Uivilities of Strangers, 
let them be never ſo Hoſpitable; therefore tis not adviſeable, nor agree- 
—— Nevin Goveriing Prudence, to provoke Men ty hardſhips 
get cht Nature, wich elfe ibſuretoibe 'of our ſideeGQ 
e en theſe ! Men! by. fair Uſage are put ägain into [their right 
Senſes, they will have quite differing Reflections from thoſe which Ri- 
—— Perſeeution had — chem: A Lay; Papiſt will firſt con- 
err hip Lands, twithſtaading whatever hath or can be 
ſink co Ader ly in the Value, the moment that Popery 
ach; end- l being: a Diſputable Matter whether Seal might not 
1a Merle uns get the bettet of the Law in that caſe, a conſidering 
Man wilkedmitcriiat as an Argument to- perſwade him, to be content 
Wiel things as they are, rather than run this or any other hazard b7 
Chenpe; in which ne may have no other Advantage, than that 
Hs ew. humble Gon may be rnisd to a Biſhoprick, and from 
"thence 0k down” ſupercitiooily: pa ne his Patron, or which is worſe, 
run to take Poſſeſſion for; God ghty of his A, in ſuch man- 
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leſlen, if not entirely. deſtroy che. Glory; Riches, Strength and 
Liberty of his own. Country; and what a Sacrifice is this to- make to 
Nome, where they are wiſe enough ita wonder there ſhould: be ſuch 


Fools in the World, as to wenture, ſtruggle, and gputend, mays; cen 
to 9 for that which ſhovld: it; 2 would. proves J 
ment i of a Bleſſing to them; he will conclude that the. Adwan- 
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ty 1 have er 7 of ar — not equal to — [Inconver 
niences they may either or fear, copgioning, Xheic: eparaſion : 
from the Religion eſtabliſhed. 7 :: 85 | nhaſts : 
Moral things will have. their "weight. in the World, and tho? | 
may prevail or a time, and get the better in a Skirmiſhi yet 


War endeth generally on the fide of Fleſh and Blood, and Wil de 
ore 


ſo till Mankind- 1 is another thing than it is at . And therefor 
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warns in wakipg uſe of dur Miſtakes, and we have been formerly as deaf 
to the Inftances of the then weaker part of the World to help them a+» 
25 the Houſe of Auſtria, as we can now be to the Earneſtneſs of Spain, 
t we would aſſiſt them againſt the power of Frazce. Gondamar was. a$ 
Lucy, and as powerful t00 in King mes his Court, as any French Am- 
baſſadour can have been at any tige ſince, when men talkt as wrong then 
an the Spaniſh fide, and made their "Court by it, as any can have done ſince 
; ty falling 28 much for the French; ſo that from that time, inſtead of 
neighing in a wiſe Balagce the Power of either Crown , it looketh as if 
d meant only to weigh the 2 and take the heavieſt. 
ry would be tedious , as, well. as unwelcome, to recapitulate all our 
| wrong ſteps, fo tha Ae go no farther than the King's Reſtauration, 
A We time the Balance was on the fide. of France, and that by the means 
Cromwell, who for 4 ſeparate Iatereſt of his own, had ſacriſiced that 
the Nation by joyniag with 85 ſtronger fide, to ſuppreſs the Power 
of Spain, wh which he be ona to Juv ted, Such a Method was natural 
£nough.to an Ufurper, ; was not the Father of che People, 
y his having ſo Uitgle c 4 for thems a and the Example coming from that 
hand, one would think ſhon Reaſon, be * $. likely to be fol: 
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udden League , inte which 
was taken to interpoſe for a Peace between the two Crowũ us 
This had ſo good an effect, that France was ſtopt in its Career; and 
the Peace of Aiæ le Chapelle was a little after concluded. Twas a. ford | 
utt ; and. tho? France wiſely diſſembled their inward diſſatisfaction, yet 
rom the very moment they reſolyid to unty the Friple knot, whatever 
it coſt them; for his Chriſtian Majeſty; 1 Meals, ever, 
riſeth with a ſtomach, and he lik d the Pattern ſo well, that it gave him 
a longing deſire to have the whole Piece. Amongſt the other means uſed- 
for the attainivg this end, the ſending over the Dutcheſs of. Orleans, was 
not the leaſt 8 was a vety.welcome Gueſt here, and her:own: - 
Charms and Dexterity joined with other Advantages that might hep 
her perſwaſions, gave her ſuch an Aſcendent, that ſhe. could hardly fall 
af ſucceſs. One of the Preliminaries of her Treaty, tho? a trivial thing 
in it ſelf, yet was conſiderable in the confequence, as very ſmall Cir- 

cumſtances often-are.in relation fo the Government of. the World. Abont 
this time A roles Humour, in 0 3 ame to France , had made us throw. ( 

off their Faſhion, and pur on Velts, That we 'might look more likes, di. 
ſtinct People, and not be under the ſervility of imitation. which. ever 
Biyeth a. greater deference to the Original, than is conſiſtent- with — 
| | quality: 
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IFbeginnio mo Emulation, and wiſely 


of theſe Veſts; which ſne performed ſo effectually, that in a moment, like 


ſo many Feotmen who had quitted their Maſters Livery , we all took it 
again, and return'd to her Service; ſo that the very time of doing it 


gave a very critical Advantage to France, ſince it lookt like an Evidence 


bl our returning to their Intereſt , as well as to their Faſhion, and would 
ä give ſuch a diſtruſt of us to our new Allies, that it might facilitate the 
i 


lſolution of the knot, which-tied them: ſo within their bounds , that 
they were very impatient till they were freed from the reſtraint. -  . 


And the Lady had a more extended Commiſſion than this, and we 


double-laid the Foundation for a new ſtrict Alliance, quite contrary to 


the. other, in which. we had been ſo lately engag?d. And of this there 
were ſuch: early appearances, that the World began to look upon us as 


falling into Apoſtary from the common Intereſt. Notwithſtanding all 


this, France did not neglect at the ſame time to give good words to the 


Dutch, and even to, feed them with hopes of ſupporting them againſt us, 

when on a ſudden, that never to be forgotten Declaration of War againſt 
them cometh out; only to vindicate his own Glory, and to revenge the In- 
juries done to his Brother of England, by which he came out Second in 
this Duel; ſo humble can this Prince be, when at the ſame time he doth» 


more Honour than we deſerve, he layeth a greater ſhare of the blame 


_ our-ſhoulders, than did naturally belong tous; the particulars of 
hat War, our part in it white we ſtaid in, and when we were out of 
breath, our leaving the French to make an end to fight, are things too 


well known to make it neceſfary, and too unwelcome in themfelves to 


incite me to repeat them; only the Wiſdom of France is in this to be 


obſery'd, That When we had made a ſeparate peace, which left them 


ſingle to oppoſe the united Force: of the Confederates, they were ſo far 


from being angry, that they would not ſne ſo much as the leaſt-coldneſs,. | 
hoping to get às much by our Mediation for a Peace, as they would have: | 
expected from our Aſſiſtance in the War, our Circumſtances at that time 
conſider d. This ſeaſonable piece of 1ndulgence in not reproaching us, 
"thoſe Neceſlities of State which we gave for our Ex— 
ging Mexhod, that it went a great way to keep us 

_ Rill in his Chains; When; to the Eye of the World, we had abſolutely | 
broke loeſe from him: And what paſs'd afterwards at Nimeguen; tho“ 
the King's Neutrality gave him the outward Figure of a Mediator, it ap. 
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B l ineffectual till the word Parliament was put into Them; chen 

wer ful word had ſuch an effect, that even at that diſtance it raig'd the - 
es which may convince us of what efficacy the Kiag's words are, 
when he Dark thee their full weight „ And Soon with his Parlie- 
ent, it is then chat appears £ great Figure we ought to repreſent „ 
him in our Minds, the Nation his Body, i the Rad, and joined /with - 
' that Harmony, that every word 88 is the word of a King- 
dom: Such words, even by this Example as ef Gd as Floors aud 
Armies, becauſe they Can Create them, oy —— this his word ſounds 
abroad like a faipt Whiſper, that is cipher. not heard {or.mhivh is wore). 
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-of arguing, that even their Senſes'are to be ſubdu'd as well as theit Li- 
*berties. - Then the Variety of Arguments uſed by France, in ſeveral- 


hath the moſt obliging tenderneſs for the Cumnon- wealth, arid is in 
diſquiets, leſt it ſhould be invaded by the Prince of Orage, th: 
can do no leſs —— het | 
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Out Trimmer candot hut lament, that by Sacrifice too great rv, 
: Nation to make another, we ſhould be like aTich:Mine; made ue 
for want of being wrought, and that the Life and/Vigour: which media 
move us againſt our Enemies is miſerably appl dito tear ere | 
that being made by our ſcituation, not only ſafer, but 3 
too than Countries which far exceed us enten that habiag 4 
b 1 N ere, Learning by Induftry, : Riches'by:! 
- all theſe Advantages ſo as to make them! 

' which ſeemeth peculiar to us, miſplace dur attłre rage one 
- whilſt we are turn'd ino; Statues on that ſide Where — r 
danger; 5 to be unconoern d not · only in our _ 
| l and let our l 9e grear Bulk 3 inthe 

or Sail; all the Men caſt gay in herz of 
great Cradle, and rockt tp to a fofei | 
1 fay our Trimmer repreſenteth-to-his- Mind, eur Roſes blaſted 450 
diſcolour'd, whilſt the Lale Triumph and. rsw. Inſdlent, 2 
Cempariſon; when he conſidereth our own flouriſhidy Harveſt naw 'wh- 
'thered and dying, and hothing left us hüt & remettibrance ee 
in Hiſtory, that we. ſhall- make in the nent Age, which wall be | 
to us than an Eſcutcheon = n oar Door wht we'ate-tead;:! 1 
he foreſeeth from hence, ng: Infamy from abroad, confilfiow- at 

home, and all this without The poſſibility of a Cure: in reſpet᷑t of the vd 
luntary fexters good Men put upon themſelves by their Al iance, wich 
out a good meafure- of preventing Grace, he woulch he to gut 

of the World Ike a Romer Philoſopher, rather than 'endure- the bürthen 
of Life under nch a diſcouraging Proſpect: But Miſtakes, 28 alf other 
things, have their Periads, and many times the titareſt way to Cute, i 

not | 
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er galt 2 — * Mit thoughts, and that is the opes 
e from the King himfe > without mixture of any other 


; 8 the Nation was laviſh of their Kindneſs to him at his firſt 
| coming, yet there remaineth ſtill a Stock of Warinth in Mens Hearts 
© Beſides the good | Infliences of his bappy Planet are not yet all 
ſßpent, and tho” the Stars of Men paſt their Vouth are generally de- 
© clinin 3 have * 18 the, the Eyes of "cecaying 8 — 

| iar to himſelf, 'we may yet to 'be ſay? f 

75 3 . Fortin tune: He bath ſomethin about Him that Mill draw - 
down a healing Miracle for his and our Deliverance z a Prince Which 

ſtemech fitting for ſuch an omg Age, in-which Mens Crimes have 

| been ſo general, that the not for Fring his people hath been the de- 

5 ſtroying of them, whoſe ons gives him a natural Dominion that 
hath no bounds, with ſuch a noble mixture of Greatneſs and Con- 
deſtention, an engaging Look, that 'difarmeth Men of their ill Hu- 
mours, and their Re ts, ſomething in him that wanteth a Name, 

and cin be ng mote, zeln d 0 then it can be reſiſted; a Gifte of Hea- 
ven, 'of its laſt *fiaiſh „where it will be peculiarly kind, the on | 
Prince in the World that dares be familiar, or that bath right tro 
triumph over. thoſe i=} which were firſt invented to give-awe to 
thoſe who could not judge, and to' hide — ＋. from thoſe that could; 

a Prince that hath: Seeed himſelf „and endanger'd 
Hichſelf by his Mercy; W free is own Light and natu- 
ral Virtues all the varniſh of 2 Acquil itions; his Faults” are like 
Shades to a good picture, or like Allay to Gold, to make it the more 
uſeful; he may have ſome; but "for any Man to ſee them through ſo 
many reconciling Virtues, i is a Sacrilegious piece of ill nature, f 
which no generous Mind can by guilty a Prince that deferveth: to 
be 'Jovd' for hl own ſake, even without the help of a Compariſon; * _ 
our Lope, our Du No for, our Danger, all join to cement our Obedi- 
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bis. own Greatneſs, :ſ0.25 to ſheink-igte- al of: Party, 1 
| betraying 
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| The-Charafe»-of . Trimmer. ar 
him intoſuchan Yaprincely miſtake, and to ſuch a wilful dimi- 
' oation-of: - . Enemies 1. — 8 i 
FF give; ſuch Men if they-eould,; would prevail with the Sun to ſhine 
1 —— n dem and ein Friends; and to leave all the reſt of the World 
in the dark; this is a very unuſual Monopoly, and may come within the 
Fapity ef the Law, which maketh it Treaſon to Impriſon the King, when 
ach-unfitting bounds: are put to his-Favour, and confin d to the narrow 
| Hmitsof a particular ſet of Men, that would incloſe him; theſe Honeſt 
and only Loyal Gentlemen, if they may be allow'd to bear Witneſs. for 
8 chomfelves,5 make a King their Engine, and degrade him into a property 
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© ſeveral ways, ſometimes like a flow Poyſon that hath its Effects. s wane * 

Aiſtance from the time it is given, ſowetimies like dry Flax prepared 6 

. * catch at the firſt Fire, or like Seed inthe Ground, ready to ſprout: upon 
the firſt Shower; in every ſhape *tis fatal, and our Trimmer a | 
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pains or precaution can be ſogrea eee „ 
In ſhort, he thinketh himſelf in the ritzht, grounding his Opinion upon 


the Truth, which equally hateth to be under tlie Oppreſſtons of wrangl ng 


Sophiſtry of the one hand, or the ſhort dictates of miſtaken Authority on 
Dur Trimmer adoreth the Goddeſs Truth, tho? in all Ages ſhe hath been 
ſcurvily uſed, as well as thoſe that Worſhipped her; *tis of late become 
ſuch a cozening Vertue, that Mankind ſeems to be agreed to ſhun and 
avoid it ; yet the want of Practice which Repealeth the other Laws,” hath 
no influence upon theLawof Truth, becauſe it hath root in Heaven, and © | 
an [ntrinſick value in it ſelf, that can never be impaired; ſhe ſheweth her 
Greatneſs in this, that her Enemies hen they are ſucceſsful are aſham'd to 
own it; nothing but Power full of Truth hath the Prerogative of Tri- 
umphing, not only after V ictories, but in ſpite of them, and to put Con- 
queſt her ſelf out of Countenance ; ſhe may be kept under and juppreſt, 
but her Dignity ſtill remaineth with her, even when flie” is in Chains; 


Fialſchood with all her Impudence, hath not enough to ſpeak ill of her be- 


fore her Face, ſuch Majeſty ſne carrieth about her, that her moſt proſpe- 
rous Enemies are fain to whiſper their Treaſon; all the Power upon Eartn 
can never extinguiſh her, ſhe hath lived in all Ages; and let the miſtake | 
Zeal of prevailing Authority, Chriſten any oppoſition to it, with what 
Name they pleaſe , ſhe makes it not only an ugly and unmannerly, but a 
dangerous thing to perſiſt ; ſhe hath lived very retired indeed, nay ſome- 
time ſo buried, that only ſome few of the diſoerning part of Mankind could 
have à Glimpſe of her; with all that ſhe hath Eternity in her, ſhe knows 
not how to dye, and from the darkeſt Clouds that ſhade and cover her, 
ſhe breaketh from time to time with Triumph for her Friends, and Ter- 
rour for her Enemies. CC OE AT. | 
Our Trimmer therefore inſpired by this Divine Vertue, thinks fit t 
conclude with theſe Aſſertions, That our Climate is a Trimmer, between 
that part of the World where men are Roaſted, andthe other where they 
are Frozen; That our Church is a Trimmer, betweena Phrenzy of Platonick 
Vins, and the Lethargick Ignorance of Popiſh Dreams; That our Laws 
are Trimners, between the Exceſs of unbounded Power, and the Extrava- 
_ . gance of Liberty not enough reſtrained ; . That true Vertue hath ever been 
- -+ Thought a Trimmer, and to have its dwelling in the middle e Es 


In ſo: Com N. mmer is not aſham'd of his Name, and wil- 

y lea veth to the bold Champions of either Extream, the Honour of: 
| cootendig with noleſs Adverſaries, than Nature, Religion, Liberty, 
Prudence, Humanity, and Common Senſe. 
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